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‘Thus grew up a multitude of expressions which described
sun as the child of the night, as the destroyer of darkness, as the
lover of the dawn and the dew—of phrases which would go on to
speak of him as killing the dew with his spears, and of forsaking
the dawn as he rose in the heaven. The feeling that the fruits of
the earth were called forth by his warmth, would find utterances
in words which spoke be across cloudless skies or amid
alternations of storm and calm; his light might break fitfully
through the clouds or be hidden for many a weary hour.”
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‘He would thus be described as facing many dangers and
many enemies, none of however, may arrest his course; as sullen
or capricious, or resentful; as grieving for the loss of the dawn
whom he had loved, or as nursing his great wrath and vowing a
pitiless vengence. Then as the veil was rent at eventide, they
would speak of the chief, who had long remained still, grinding,
on his armour; or of the wanderer throwing off his disguise and
seizing his bow or spear to smite his enemies; of the invincible
warrior whose face gleams with the flush of victory when the
fight is over as he greets the fairhaired Dawn who closes as she
had begun the day. To the wealth of images thus lavished on the
daily life and death of the sun there would be no limit.’*
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