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Those whose sacrifice to built our nation's freedom and legacy,

Your courage shapes our pride and independence.

I've procured Bengal with a fervent vow,
Never a gift, nor a charitable endow.
With a hundred million lives, the toll I bore,
A truth echoing loud, a timeless lore.

Bengal, my prize, procured at a cost,
A cherished land, a legacy embossed.
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“Ami Dam Diye Kinechhi Bangla” written and composed by Abdul Latif
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The recognized insignias of a state serve as self-proclaimed representations of its history, traditions, geography,

life, and culture. Appearing as seemingly ordinary flowers, fruits, animals, birds, trees, and monograms, they

encapsulate the uniqueness, pride, and unity of a state and nation. Thus, each insignia stands as a testament to
the independent and sovereign existence of that state.

Bangladesh, a sovereign republic, emerged amidst bloodshed, sorrow, and the ravages of war. Yet, its resolve,

courage, and aspiration remained unwavering, inspired by a struggle spanning millennia in the quest for identity.

In the radiant dawn of a remarkable revival, the architects of our independence, filled with immense pride,

meticulously selected symbols that echo our hard-won freedom. Each emblem stands tall as an enduring tribute

to our beloved Bengal. The essence behind these symbols resonate with the hopes and joys of our cherished

independence. They serve as heartfelt reminders to recognize, comprehend, and embrace our country, its
people, and the splendour of nature.

The resplendent glory of our nation's Golden Jubilee of Independence intensifies our curiosity and eagerness to
delve into and share the narratives that led to the selection of these national symbols. However, this task isn't
straightforward—it requires considerable time. The five-decade journey faced challenges, suggesting that the
necessary attention or guidance was lacking. Our shortcoming lies in the limited understanding and examination
of the proposal, research, approval, rationale, and invaluable historical evidence behind these national symbols.
In many cases, the prospect of recovering this information has become restricted.
The book "TALES OF BANGLADESH" aims to fulfill the solemn responsibility of introducing the primary
symbols of Bangladesh, an independent and sovereign democratic nation-state, to enthusiastic readers. The title
of this book is derived from ‘Bongalakshmi'r Brotokotha” by Ramendra Sundar Trivedi. Throughout the creation
of this book, we were fortunate to receive invaluable guidance from Abdullah Al Muyid, Md. Najmul Alam and Md.
Mahmudul Hasan, alongside assistance in primary research from Md. Maruf Billah, Shaikh Mohammad Atahe
Rabbi and Nizam Biswas. Our gratitude to them is profound and enduring.
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We present this work with the hope of capturing the attention and interest of readers, well-wishers, and the

general public. In essence, this publication serves as a gateway to essential information and guidance on this

subject. Should anyone feel enthusiastic about discovering or learning the stories behind Bangladesh's national
symbols through this book, that will fuel our hopes and endeavours.
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NATIONAL FLAG OF BANGLADESH
NATIONAL FLAG

The inaugural hoisting of independent Bangladesh's flag took place on March 2, 1971, on the grounds of the University of
Dhaka. Crafted by Shib Narayan Das, this flag bore a depiction of Bangladesh's map, gleaming in the golden hue of
ripened rice, and of the golden fibre, Jute encased within a blood-red circle. Throughout the nine-month-long Liberation
War, it served as the emblem of a nation fervently yearning for freedom.

Following the birth of an independent Bangladesh, the national flag underwent a transformation. Famed artist Quamrul
Hassan refined it by removing the map, solidifving its new form. Finally, on January 17, 1972, it was officially heralded as
the national flag of Bangladesh. This bottle green rectangular flag, with its length to width ratio at 10:6, proudly bears a
red circle, the radius of which is one-fifth of the flag.

That deep green hue? It's a testament to the lush natural beauty of our land and the spirited energy of our youth. And that
fiery, blood-red circle at its core? It's more than just a colour—it's the rising sun, embodying the unwavering sacrifice of
our martyrs in our relentless pursuit of independence.
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PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF
BANGLADESH

From the majestic Himalayas to the serene Sundarbans, where the rivers Padma, Meghna, Jamuna, and Brahmaputra
converge and thrive, lies the cherished home of the Bengali. Through centuries, their yearning for an independent land
echoed, a longing that persisted for a thousand years. On March 26, 1971, Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman
declared Bangladesh independent after the Pakistan Army brutally cracked down on unarmed Bengalis. On April 10, the
Government of the People's Republic of Bangladesh was formed through a proclamation of independence issued from
Mujibnagar. On April 17, the provisional government took oath. Bangladesh emerged as a sovereign republic in a bid to
ensure equality, human dignity, and social justice for the people of this land.

After a bloody nine-month war, Bangladesh gained victory on December 16, 1971. On November 4, 1972, the first
constitution of Bangladesh was ratified, officially naming the country "The People's Republic of Bangladesh'.

Bangladesh is the largest deltaic landmass in the northeastern part of South Asia. Its international borders unfurl for
nearly 2,400 kilometers, while the coastline stretches over 483 kilometers. Within these waters, the territorial domain
extends to 12 nautical miles, where an exclusive economic zone unfurls its maritime tapestry up to 200 nautical miles.

The seal of the Bangladesh government depicts a red circle with a golden map inside, inscribed with 'People's Republic
of Bangladesh Government' in green on a white background. Adorning both sides are four stars, two on each side.
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FATHER OF THE NATION
BANGABANDHU SHEIKH MUJIBUR RAHMAN

Tungipara, a land surrounded by greenery on the banks of the peaceful Baigar River and the picturesque Madhumati River. Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman was born in this peaceful village of Gopalganj on March 17, 1920. He is one of the greatest leaders of history, under whose
leadership Bangladesh was born. From his formative years, Mujib was politically conscious and was active in student politics. He walked the
path of Bengali nationalism throughout his life with a secular consciousness. He led the language movement and the struggle for
independence. He raised the Bengali liberation charter, the Six-Point. In his 55-year life, he was imprisoned for more than 13 years on
political charges. The people of Bengal lovingly bestowed upon him the title ‘Bangabandhu’.

On March 7, 1971, he instructed the people of Bangladesh to prepare for the liberation at Suhrawardy Udyan. He said, "The struggle this
time is the struggle for our freedom! The struggle this time is the struggle for independence!" When the Pakistani military attacked
unarmed civilians, he declared independence at the first hour of March 26. At his call, brave Bengalis marched to liberate Bangladesh.
The blueprint for most of the fundamental foundations of independent and sovereign Bangladesh, including the constitution and foreign
policy, was created by him. He also gave the first speech in Bangla at the United Nations.

On August 15, 1975, some misguided members of the army attacked the house at 32 Dhanmondi in Dhaka, killing 18 members of his
family, including Bangabandhu and his wife Begum Fazilatunnesa. His daughters, Sheikh Hasina, and Sheikh Rehana, survived as they were
abroad. Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, the Father of the Nation, freed the Bengali nation. His speech on March 7 has been declared as a part of
the world’s heritage by UNESCO.
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FEBRUARY 21
INTERNATIONAL MOTHER LANGUAGE DAY

February 21 stands tall in our history, a day woven with the threads of courage and resilience—Martyrs' Day and
International Mother Language Day. Back in 1952, it echoed with the thunderous voices of ordinary heroes, demanding
Bengali as the state language. Icons like Salam, Jabbar, Shafiur, Barkat, and Rafiq, alongside countless unnamed souls,
bravely stood up. Their unwavering spirit faced the onslaught of Pakistani bullets, marking the genesis of a movement—a
rejection of divisive politics, a declaration for linguistic rights. This bold stand nurtured the flame of Bengali nationalism
and paved the path to autonomy, culminating in our hard-fought freedom during the liberation war.

The Shaheed Minar, a solemn symbol, towers as a tribute to their valour and sacrifice. Crafted by Hamidur Rahman and
Novera Ahmed, it stands as a silent testament. On February 21, a sacred day observed nationwide, we come together,
barefoot, to honour these martyrs, adorning their memory with flowers and echoing the soulful notes of "Amar Bhaier
Rokte Rangano Ekushey February'—a stirring melody by Altal Mahmud, with verses penned by Abdul Gaffar Chowdhury.

November 17, 1999, marked a momentous milestone when UNESCO, the guardian of global heritage, recognised our
unparalleled sacrifice. They officially sanctified February 21 as International Mother Language Day, a worldwide symbol,
a clarion call to uphold the dignity and sanctity of languages everywhere. Today, it stands as a beacon, reminding the
world of the intrinsic value of linguistic diversity and the importance of preserving this tapestry of voices.
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