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Prologue

HYDRO-POLITICS TO WATER WAR:
WATER CRISIS MIGHT LEAD TO FULL
SCALE WAR

Water is a vital element for human’s survival. The same is
true for other animals, plants and all other living creatures of
earth. In fact, without water life on earth will no longer sustain
and as a result all forms of life will die down.That’s why
water is known as the elixir of life. It is interesting to know
that in our solar system except earth no other planet holds
water, therefore making them unlivable. So, in a nutshell it
is easily understood that we can not have a sustainable life
without water and in case of a water crisis life on earth will
certainly face extinction.

During 20th century global Geo-Politics was controlled by
oil, its price and on the state of oil reserve. Butin 21st century
we can see that global Geo-politics is now shaped by fresh
water and the controlling of the river system became the main
agenda for many powerful nations. Although from a naive
perspective one can say that fresh water is abundant due to
the presence of natural aquifers world wide. But in reality
experts found that due to the increase of global population
our environment is unable to supply and sustain the increased
number of population as well as their requirements of water to
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sustain life. Therefore, many countries are creating artificial
means to control more water thereby depriving neighboring
nations. This issue is creating a Geo-political flash points
and experts opines that some conflicts are likely outcome of
theses maneuvers. In fact European Unions Joint Research
Center (JRC) predicted such conflict in 300 locations world
wide. This phenomenon is also known as the hydro-politics.

If we look back in the human history we shall be able to find
out that water crisis is not a new phenomenon that the world
is witnessing now. Rather, in the ancient time also water
crisis became the flash point number of times. Warring over
water was recorded in Mesopotamia in 2500 BC, Assyria
in 720 BC, China in 101 BC, and 48 BC in Egypt. These
all incidents happened during ancient ages. In the middle
ages, the Roman empires also faced lots of water crisis and
in order to resolve that issue Romans built aqueduct through
out the Roman empires.

Picture: Roman aqueduct built all over the empires
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Besides Roman empires we know that Inca civilization
perished due to water crisis. On the contrary Horoppa and
Mahenjodaro civilization in ancient India- Pakistan region
was destroyed due to flash floods. Many Chinese dynasties
also faced such problems due to sudden flash floods in the
Ho-wang-ho and Yellow River. So, we can see that absence of
water as well as uncontrollable floods caused devastation of
human civilization.

Modern think tanks identified five major geographic
locations of complicated water tributary system and termed
those as the water hot spot. These hot spots can easily flare-
up conflicts which can turn in to local or regional water war.
The five most vulnerable hot spots include the Nile, Ganges-
Brahmaputra, Indus, Tigris-Euphrates, and Colorado river
basin area. The EU JRC has also identified water wars theory
and backed-up by statistics and scientific research.

Likelihood of
hydro-political
interaction
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